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All animals communicate, but only humans have true language. This raises two important questions: why and
when did language evolve in our lineage. I shall argue that language owes its origins to the way it is used in
bonding large social communities, and hence its capacity to provide cues of community membership (which

I refer to as the Seven Pillars of Friendship). Modelling its evolution suggests that it might have arisen quite
quickly once it had got started. I approach the question of when language first appeared by using two sets of
anatomical parameters to triangulate a date for its origins. I argue that, for language as we now have it, it
cannot have been before the appearance of modern humans. Neanderthals and other archaic humans may
have had language, but it would have been much less sophisticated.
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