Origins and evolution of language: archaeological and anthropological perspectives

This symposium approaches the question of when and how language emerged in the course
of human evolution. Artifacts and fossils, together with ancient DNAs, of human ancestors
are most direct records from which we can infer the timing and underlying mechanisms of the
emergence of the language faculty, or its component sub-functions. Recent studies have
begun to combine these data with the accumulating knowledge of brain functions. The
symposium aims to discuss recent developments in the field and their implications to the more
focused study on two defining aspects of human language: hierarchical structure and intention

sharing.

Speakers:
Cedric Boeckx (ICREA/Universitat de Barcelona)
"Richer fossils"
Osamu Kondo (The University of Tokyo)
"Evolution of brain endocast and human language capacity"
Dietrich Stout (Emory University)
"Stone tools and language evolution: the technological pedagogy hypothesis"
Discussant:
Harumi Kobayashi (Tokyo Denki University)
Moderator:

Yasuo Thara (The University of Tokyo)
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